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The Population Ecology Young Scientist Award recog-
nizes outstanding scientific contributions to the study of
population ecology by investigators at relatively early
stages of their research careers. Awarded biennially by
the Society of Population Ecology at its general meeting,
the award consists of an honorarium and a certificate.
The award is open to young scientists (up to about 40
years of age) of all nationalities who have published at
least one paper in Population Ecology or its predecessor
Researches on Population Ecology.

The winner of the 2003 Population Ecology Young
Scientist Award is Dr. Masahiro Nakaoka of the
Faculty of Science at Chiba University. He has done
distinguished work in population and community ecol-
ogy in marine systems. His approach is highly compre-
hensive, blending field observations, field manipulations,
and mathematical analyses. Using stochastic matrix
models, he extensively analyzed the reproduction
and growth of size-structured populations of a marine
bivalve. He also demonstrated the importance of the
recruitment rate, which depends on environmental fluc-
tuations, in the population persistence of this species.
Recently, his research expanded to include the commu-
nity ecology of epifauna in seagrass beds, and through
this he developed an interest in the importance of
nonlethal, indirect effects on interaction linkages. This
approach has the potential to initiate further develop-
ment of population-based approaches to understanding
community organization. The Society of Population

Ecology is pleased to honor Dr.Nakaoka as the recipient
of the 2003 Young Scientist Award in recognition of
these contributions.
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