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In several papers published in the last 10 years | document-
ed the reasons for my departure from the western philosophy
to the eastern Taoist roots, the reasons for abandoning the
dialectics of conflict for the harmonious dualism of Tao. It
led to much alternative interpretations of earlier and current
data and to a desire to visit at least one Asian country close to
the origin of this philosophy. As the editor of an international
journal, I have witnessed increased submission of papers by
Japanese colleagues, had several visiting scientists from Japan
in my laboratory, some even for the duration of a sabbatical.
It led to the translation of two of my review studies into
Japanese and their publication in Japan. Although planned for
many years, it was not possible to find sufficient time earlier
to stay in Japan for a longer period.

It was, therefore, a great privilege to be invited by CER on
JSPS Fellowship. | have spent most of the 90 days of my

sojourn in Japan at the Shugakuin International House of
Kyoto University where | set up a temporary study and editor-
ial office supported by E-mail and FAX connections to my
own laptop computer. Some days were spent at the Center for
Ecological Research in Otsu. Lectures or seminars on "the
newest findings on the biology of the living fossil Latimeria
chalumnae", on "biodiversity affected by waterworks and
exploitation”, on "reproduction and life histories of fishes",
and on "the fund raising concerts of Stradivari decorated quar-
tet for our institute” were given at CER Kyoto University,
Osaka City University, National Research Institute of
Aquaculture (Nansei, Mie), Osaka Kyoiku University,
Fisheries Research Station of Kyoto University in Maizuru,
Kyushu University, and the Lake Biwa Museum Project
Office.

Our main collaborative research project "on the origin of
the wild carp in Japan and nishiki goi" led to several consulta-
tions with other scientists and an extended field trip to the
Niigata Prefecture. This project organized by Dr. Yuma
(CER) will continue after my departure and may result in a
major publication.

Finally, it was agreed and initiated that my international
journal Environmental Biology of Fishes will publish a dedi-
cated issue and hardcover volume on Fish Biology in Japan.
One more Japanese scholar was selected to serve as Advisory
Editor for the journal and two as guest editors for the above
volume.

In the last 10 years | devoted much attention to science
done in my field in Japan or by Japanese scientists. Very
impressive progress has been made in standards of presenta-
tion, and the volume of research results published in interna-
tional journals is increasing more rapidly than in any other
nation. Some of the approaches by Japanese scientists are
imaginative and novel more often then in American and
British science constricted by hardened neodarwinian ortho-
doxy. Unfortunately, the majority of scientists in fish biology
in Japan (and many other countries) lacks confidence in inter-
preting their data along other than western philosophy. Most
follow the interpretations common in western science, even if
these are not always correct.

Eugene Kornel Balon, Professor,
Institute of Ichthyology and
Department of Zoology,

Guelph University, CANADA
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