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O. A. Timoshkin
Dear colleagues,

First of all let me briefly introduce myself. My name is Oleg Anatolievich Timoshkin, born in
1959. I am working on Lake Baikal since 1980. During last 8 years | have been working as a head
of the Laboratory of Hydrobiology and Systematics of Freshwater Organisms in the Limnological
Institute of the Siberian Division of the Russian Academy of Sciences. The staff of the laboratory
consists of 28 persons, well known specialists in the fields of taxonomy and ecology of nearly all
groups of endemic fauna and flora of Baikal. Main trends of the investigations in the laboratory
are taxonomy, ecology and phylogeny of Baikal fauna and flora. My own main scientific interests
are general - comparative aspects of biodiversity and evolution of invertebrate faunas in ancient
lakes, particularly biodiversity and evolution of free-living plathelminthes of Baikal. Total number
of publications is 70. During last 10 years my colleagues have described more than 150 taxa
(species, subspecies and genera), new for science; about 30 of them have been discovered and
described by myself. More than 40 new turbellarian species are stored in my collection and not
described yet. Besides Baikal, 1 have been investigating invertebrate faunas of White and
Japanese Seas, freshwaters of the Central part of Russia, Russian Far East, Lake Michigan etc.

In the spring of 1996 | was invited in the Center for Ecological Research of Kyoto University as a
visiting professor for half a year, to investigate“A comparative aspect of diversity and evolution of
invertebrate faunas of two ancient lakes of the Earth - Baikal and Biwa”. The idea to send me such
an invitation belongs to Prof.Dr.Eitaro Wada and Prof.Dr.Hiroya Kawanabe. | would like to
express them my sincere gratitude and thanks. The financial support of my investigations was
provided by grant of the Ministry of Education, Science, Sports and Culture, Japan.

My 6-month-long stay in Japan was very successful from all points of view. First of all, of course -
scientifically: (1) together with my colleagues from Japan, Russia and the Netherlands | have
prepared 6 manuscripts, which have been accepted for publication in “Hydrobiologia”, “Molecular
Biology” and “Bulletin of Fuji Women's College”. In those manuscripts we are describing 4 new
species of Baikal turbellarians, discussing some problems of the comparative morphology,
molecular biology, phylogenetic relationships and zoogeography of turbellarian faunas of Japan
and Eurasia, including Baikal. (2) Two my own contributions (plenary lectures) on comparative
analysis of speciation and evolution of flatworm faunas in ancient lakes of the Earth and four
posters - on different aspects of turbellarian biology, were prepared and included in the Program of
the 8th International Symposium of the Biology of the Turbellaria, held in Brisbane (Australia), in
August 1996. It is a great pity that | have not been able to attend the Symposium even as a
professor of the Center, with obligatory financial support for my trip and stay in Australia which
was promised to me and my family by the Organizing Committee of the Symposium, because of
corresponding customs for foreigner persons who is employed in Japan. (3) In stead of quite limited



area of expedition investigations on Lake Biwa (only car expeditions on the coastal region of the
northern basin were possible to organize for my research on the basis of CER), very interesting
results have been obtained. First of all, more than 10 turbellarian species, which have never been
mentioned from the lake before, have been registered.

One of the species should probably be considered in the future as a new genus for science. Besides,
new taxa of Hydrozoa, Turbellaria, Nemertina, Nematoda, Tardigrada, Crustacea etc. for Lake
Biwa have been found. It is already the scientific fact that Prof.Dr.G.F.Mazepova has found a new
Ostracod species from the samples. Generally, from the Lake Biwa | have collected more than 60
samples of total benthic animals and about 70 samples of the flatworms.

Many samples have been fixed for both classical morphological and molecular-biological
investigations. The samples will be analyzed by leading Russian taxonomists, working in Irkutsk,
Sankt-Petersbourg, Borok, Smolensk and other cities. The results will be published together with
some of the Japanese colleagues, who have helped me for collection of the samples. Right now | am
trying to find any grant foundation, which could be interested in the results of our biodiversity
investigations of the ancient Lake Biwa, in the publication of new taxonomic lists, descriptions of
new taxa found in the lake, and comparative investigations of the taxonomic biodiversity in the
ancient lakes of Asia.

Well, according to my very fresh impression, Japanese biologists and an international zoological
community should have very intensive future activity of the investigations on Lake Biwa which
had well studied from the taxonomic view point. Right now the lake is very far from it. The last
taxonomic list by Mori and Miura (see in Nakajima and Nakai, 1994; Arch.fur
Hydrobiol.Beih.Ergebn.Limnol., 44) needs an urgent revision. Moreover, | am sure that dozens of
invertebrate species, new for the lake and even new for science, should be found and described
quite soon. It is my deep hope that alpha- taxonomical investigations on the famous lake will be
considered as one of the most actual and topical trend of the investigations by my Japanese
colleagues, that Japanese government and biologists will support the projects, aimed at the
taxonomic investigations; that Kyoto University, known as the Number One in Japan in terms of
ecological education and sciences, will be an University Number One in terms of taxonomic
investigations and education, preservation of biodiversity. Please believe that we can not grow up a
good ecologist, if he (she) does not know well the taxonomy of his (her) group under study. An
ecologist without taxonomic knowledges can be compared with a person, who is trying to read an
interesting book, without knowledges of the alphabet!

I also would like to hope, that Japan will be an excellent exception from the general trends in the
present biology and will provide possibility to survive and develop not only for famous Japanese
schools of taxonomists (fortunately still existing in Sapporo, Kyoto, Tokyo etc.), but also for the
specialists on taxonomic biodiversity of Asian countries as well.

My impression about Japan is quite average. You have one of the most beautiful countries in the
world. We (my family and me ) love Japan, exactly. My impression about the Japanese people is
not as cloudless; I could not understand quite well the reasons, why the young generation could be
sometimes so drastically different from the Japanese, who is about 40 years old and older.
Hopefully, that is just my misunderstanding as a foreigner, who was able to live in Japan only for
6 months.

Finally, 1 would like to pass my sincere and deep thanks once again to Prof.Dr.E.Wada for his
constant help, cooperation and unusual kindness, and to all colleagues and friends of the Center,
who have made my life in Japan so impressive and fruitful.

Sayonara, and hope to see you again!
Yours very sincerely,
Oleg A. Timoshkin,
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IGBP DIVERSITAS

1997
o 2
o 10 15 International Workshop "Termites : Their Symbiosis, Sociality and
Global Diversification” (Kyoto, Japan)
o 11 International Symposium "Biodiversity and Ecological Complexity" (Kyoto,
Japan)
e 11 10 12 International Symposium "Biodiversity and Dynamics of Forest

Ecosystems in Western Pacific and Asia" (Kyoto, Japan)

e 11 14 16 DIWPA Second Symposium "Monitoring and inventorying of biodiversity
in Western Pacific and Asia" (Taipei)

e 11 17 21  26th General Assembly and Symposium of ITUBS, "Frontiers in Biology:
The Challenges of Biodiversity, Biotechnology and Sustainable Agriculture” (Taipei)

1997

. 26 29 44
o 13 19 Pacific Science Intercongress (Suva, Fiji Islands)
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