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The interdisciplinary cooperation work concerning the impact from the Asean haze [forest
fire] in Southern Thailand

Proespichaya Kanatharana Prince of Songkla University

Background of Indonesia Fires:




In 1982/83 one of the largest forest fires in this century raged for several months through an
estimated 5 millions ha of Borneo's tropical rain forests. The east Kalimantan was the worst area
hit by the burning. Since then, fires has been a recurring feature of the islands of Borneo and
Sumatra, burning large areas in 1986, 1991, 1994 and 1997. The wildfires in Indonesia are almost
always human caused. The fire season occurs usually every 3-5 years, when climate in Indonesia
becomes exceptionally dry due to the "El Nino Southern Oscillation". The latest forest fire 1997 has
some effect on Southern Thailand from the middle to the end of September.

The cooperation concerning the health impacts from the Asean haze in Southern Thailand was set
up by a group of interdisciplinary researchers whose concern is the impact of the Indonesian Forest
Fires to the southern part of Thailand. This group consists of members from 4 Ministries i.e. The
Ministry of Public Health [Health Research System Institute, Dr. Kanchanasak, MD.], Ministry of
University Affairs [Prince of Songkla University, Dr. Proespichaya Kanatharana, Ph.D.], Ministry
of Science, Technology and Environment [Department of Pollution Control, Dr. Oranut, Ph.D.] and
Ministry of Communication [Department of Meteorology, Dr. Songkarn, Ph.D.].

The study protocols of the group are :

to develop a multidisciplinary assessment of the public health impacts from the ASEAN haze in
southern provinces of Thailand.

to understand the local meteorology condition that has led to the peak of the situation in mid-to
late September 1997.

to assess the levels and distribution of haze and visibility as well as of human exposure to TSP
and/or PM10 during the ASEAN haze episode.

to describe the occurrence, distribution, and magnitude of health effects, including the vulnerable
groups from this ASEAN haze.

to practically demonstrate the linkage between health and environment data in event.

Methods

The sources of data in 14 southern provinces will be collected and analyzed which include :
morbidity and mortality.
air quality.
metheorology and visibility data.

Proespichaya Kanatharana, Ph.D.
Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai, THAILAND
24 March, 1998.
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