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"Impacts of Disturbances on Consumer-Resource Interactions in Riverine Ecosystems"
Yixin Zhang (Xi'an Jiaotong-Liverpool University, Suzhou, China)
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"Effects of environmental changes on diversity, phenology and plant-herbivore interactions"
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Ecological study of epigenetic memory of winter in Brassicaceae
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Understanding how plants respond to temperature changes in natural habitats became a major topic in Ecology. The
winter promotion of flowering (vernalization) has long been recognized as an epigenetic phenomenon because the cells
exposed to cold during winter do not immediately generate flowering competence, instead they pass information to
developing tissues in spring, which develop flowers. Currently it is believed that seasonal modifications of chromatin
can constitute a memory system. We are extending the understanding of how chromatin participates in memory by

analysing seasonal dynamics at two critical genes in vernalization (VIN3 and FLC).
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